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Background Information 

The Janet Brown Memorial Scholarship is a $1,000 non-renewable scholarship that will be dispersed in 
Fall 2016. 

Janet Brown was the founding director of the Writing Success Program (WSP) and a valuable member of 
the Community Programs Office (CPO).  Well-read, unapologetically quirky, politically astute, and 
compassionate about life and possibilities, Janet was a mentor to students and staff alike.  Janet’s 
questions, guidance, and advice have played an integral role in the development of the CPO.  She was a 
CPO elder whose legacy lives on through our values of honesty, integrity, and compassion. 

The Writing Success Program was founded in 2002 by Janet Brown and concerned student leaders from 
the Campus Retention Committee (CRC). Janet strongly believed in the mission of the Student Retention 
Center (SRC), particularly the importance of holistic student empowerment. The SRC projects are 
designed to assist undergraduate students in achieving academic success while fostering strong leadership 
skills through service and activism. We recognize how vital it is for students to simultaneously empower 
themselves and uplift their communities.  

The Writing Success Program aims to complement the efforts of the other Student Retention Center 
projects by developing students’ critical thinking and analysis through the writing process—a practice 
that ideally informs their community work. Many students and alumni credit the program, and Janet 
Brown in particular, as being instrumental in assisting them in both developing their voices through 
writing and discovering the courage to pursue their passions in life.  

The Writing Success Program also recognizes how the current economic crisis has made it increasingly 
difficult for students to continue their education while engaging in community work. In an effort to 
support the retention of student leaders the Janet Brown Memorial Scholarship rewards students who 
have committed themselves to leadership and service, oftentimes in spite of various financial and 
personal obstacles. 

 

Eligibility and Guidelines 

1. Applicants must be enrolled as UCLA undergraduates for the entire 2016-2017 academic year.  
2. Applicants must demonstrate both a commitment to leadership/community involvement and 

financial need. 
3. Eligibility:  

Applicants who are enrolled as full-time or part-time students at UCLA and will not graduate at 
the end of Fall 2016 may apply. Undocumented students with AB 540 status may apply. 
Previously dismissed students who have participated in the Bruin Readmission Program (BRP) 
during the 2015-2016 academic year and will be a student during the 2016-2017 academic year 
may apply. The Writing Success Program Director, WSP staff members, or relatives of WSP staff 
may not apply.  Members of the Campus Retention Committee may not apply. 

4. Applicants must submit all the documents listed in the checklist on page 3 to be considered. 
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In order for your application to be reviewed, please submit the following documents: 
 

� Completed Application Form including the Certification Statement  
� Well-written short answer & essay responses  
� One letter of recommendation from a professional or academic reference (professor, TA, 

mentor, employer)  
� Current Resume 
� Current DPR/DARS (optional) 
� All applicants are required to discuss their scholarship essay with a WSP counselor during a 

writing session, prior to submitting the application.   
§ WSP is located in the Student Activities Center Room 105G.  
§ Sessions are available Monday – Friday.  Appointments can be made by visiting: 

wspucla.setmore.com 
§ Drop-in sessions are available Monday-Thursday from 10 AM- 12 PM on a first come, first 

serve basis 
§ Please note that you can meet with any WSP counselor EXCEPT for Layhannara Tep and 

Gabriela Cuevas 
§ Submit a signed verification that you had a writing session with a WSP counselor about your 

scholarship essay   
 
Submitting Your Application and Notification of Scholarship Recipients: 
 

§ Deadline:  Friday, May 13th at 5:00 PM  
§ Applications can be turned in at any time prior to the deadline 
§ Late or incomplete applications will NOT be accepted 

§ Submission Guidelines:  
§ Applications must be time stamped by a CPO front desk intern in the Student Activities 

Center (SAC) Suite 105 
§ Applications must be delivered to the mailbox of the Writing Success Program Director, 

Layhannara Tep, which is located in the Student Activities Center (SAC), Suite 105 
§ Electronic submissions will NOT be accepted 

§ Notification Process: 
§ Scholarship recipients will be notified Tuesday May 17th 2016 
§ In order to receive the scholarship, you must be available to attend the CPO Community 

Reception on Wednesday May 18th 2016 
 

 
If you have any additional questions or concerns, please contact the Writing Success Program Director, 
Layhannara Tep, at Ltep@cpo.ucla.edu. 
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Janet Brown Memorial Scholarship 2016 Application Form 

I. Personal Information: 
 

Name:      Email:        

Phone #:             Student ID #:       

Year in School:     Overall UCLA GPA:     

Transfer (Yes/No):      Major(s)/Minor(s):     

Did you complete either the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) OR the 2016-17 Student Aid 
Application for DREAM Act Students?  (Circle Yes or No) Yes | No 

II. Employment: 

1. How many hours per week do you estimate that you will work during the 2016-2017 academic year?  _____ 
2. If you are a commuter student, how many hours/week do you currently spend commuting between your 

home and UCLA?  _____ 
 

III. WSP & CPO Involvement: (Please note that this section is a survey of your experiences and will not affect your chances of being selected) 

1. Have you utilized WSP services?  (Circle Yes or No) Yes | No 
  Circle all services that you have utilized:   1-hour appointments | Drop-in sessions | Workshops 

2. Have you attended/utilized any other Community Programs Office (CPO) related events/services other than 
WSP?  (Circle Yes or No) Yes | No 

  List events/services:             
3. Do you read the WSP blog? (Circle Yes or No) Yes | No 

wspucla.wordpress.com 
4. Have you liked the WSP Facebook page? (Circle Yes or No) Yes | No 

www.facebook.com/wspucla 
5. Have you liked the CPO Facebook page? (Circle Yes or No) Yes | No 

www.facebook.com/uclacpo 

IV.  Short Answer 
In ½ a page to 1 page single-spaced, please describe any special circumstances regarding your financial need 
and how this has affected your ability to succeed academically at UCLA.  Please explain how this scholarship 
will help you to achieve your academic goals. 

V.  Essays  
Please answer each of the following questions in a clear, creative, well-written essay. Each essay should 
be about one page, single-spaced, using 12 pt. Times New Roman font with 1 inch margins. You should have a 
total of no more than two pages singled-spaced for both essays.  

1) How do you define community?  In what ways have you demonstrated leadership and commitment to your 
community? 

2) If your life was displayed in a museum, what would be featured in the past, present, and future archives?  What 
does this tell us about your goals and passions in life? 

Disclaimer: 

The Writing Success Program is a project in the Community Programs Office at UCLA 

*The Community Programs Office at UCLA, in accordance with applicable Federal and State law and University Policy, does 
not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, disability, age, medical condition, ancestry, marital 

status, citizenship, sexual orientation or status as a Vietnam Veteran or special disabled Veteran.*   



 
5 

 
WSP Session Verification 

 
I verify that I have met with WSP counselor (who is neither Layhannara Tep nor Gabriela Cuevas) 
regarding my scholarship essay. 
 
Name of Student:        
 
Signature of Student:        
 
Name of WSP Counselor:       
 
Signature of WSP Counselor:       
 
Date:      
 
Time:      
 
 
Certification Statement 
 
I hereby certify that the information provided in this application is accurate and complete to the best of my 
knowledge. I understand that any falsification will result in the disqualification of my application.  I authorize the 
UCLA Financial Aid Office to provide general information to the scholarship selection committee regarding my 
eligibility for need-based assistance.  

 

Printed Name: ______________________________________   

Signature: __________________________________________  Date: ____________ 


